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seven cases of human anthrax were reported. Infection by
anthrax spores was traced to the use of shaving brushes
made from goats’ hair which had been consigned from abroad
to a manufacturer in the Midlands, who used the hair for I
making shaving brushes. 3 These are the first known instances I
of anthrax being traced to infection from shaving brushes ;
and but for the timely discovery of Dr. R. R. Etworthy, of the
West London Hospital, and the administrative action sub-
sequently taken, an outbreak of more serious dimensions

might have occurred. As many of the infected brushes as
could be discovered in London were collected and dealt with

by the metropolitan medical officers of health, but a large
number appear to have been distributed to dealers, both in
the provinces and on the continent, and could not be
traced.

(To be coMchttM.)

THE CONTROL OF VENEREAL DISEASES.

The Resolutions of the Royal College of Physicians of London.
AT the Comitia of the Royal College of Physicians of

London held on Oct. 26th two valuable resolutions with
reference to the control of venereal diseases were passed, 
copies of which have been sent to the Prime Minister, the
Home Secretary, and the President of the Local Govern-
ment Board. The first of these resolutions set out
the opinion of the College that until the treatment
of these diseases by unqualified persons is rendered illegal
the measures for their control will be much hampered;
the second was directed towards the prevention of the main
inducement for the public to consult quacks and to try quack
remedies-viz., the advertisements in ly papers. The resolu-
tion of the College took the form of an endorsement of
recommendation 58 (iii.) of the Patent Medicines Committee
of the House of Commons, which runs as follows :&mdash;"That
all advertisements of remedies for diseases arising from
sexual intercourse or referring to sexual weakness be pro-
hibited." This recommendation has received the support of
the Royal Commission on Venereal Diseases, and it is

earnestly to be hoped that the Government will recognise the
urgency of the situation. A great effort is being made, in
unusually favourable circumstances, to remove the curse of
these diseases from our population. Public money is to be
spent with unprecedented generosity in carrying out imme- ’,
diately the recommendations of the Royal Commission on
Venereal Diseases, and already the medical profession and
the municipal authorities of many areas are organising the
beneficent work. No factor which is generally and authorita-
tively acknowledged to be opposing the movement for the
control of venereal diseases should be allowed to exist when
it can be eliminated with ease.

The Scottish Regulations.
The Local Government Board for Scotland has, after

three months’ interval, followed the example of the English
Board and issued regulations dealing with the treatment of
venereal diseases. The Order bears the heading, "The Public
,Health (Venereal Diseases) Regulations (Scotland), 1916," is
dated Oct. 26th, 1916, and is issued to all local authorities
in Scotland : and to all others whom it may concern." It
differs only in minor details from the English Order, and
directs that every local authority shall prepare and submit a
scheme for the approval of the Board arranging for (1) a
scientific report on material sent by medical practitioners for
diagnosis; (2) the treatment in hospitals or other institutions
or in their homes of persons suffering from venereal diseases ;
(3) skilled assistance in treatment to be placed at the dis-
posal of practitioners ; and (4) the supply to practitioners
of salvarsan or other drugs for the treatment and prevention
of venereal diseases. The local authority may make
what provision it thinks desirable for public instruction.
The Board undertakes to make grants in respect of approved
schemes to the amount of 75 per cent. of the net outlay.

In a covering letter addressed to the clerk of the local
authority the Board expresses its willingness to give the
assistance and advice of one of its medical inspectors to
any medical officer of health desiring such help, and

suggests the desirability of combination among local

3 THE LANCET, Jan. 1st (p. 20) and 29th (p. 242), 1916.
1 THE LANCET, Nov. 4th, 1916, p. 801.

authorities for carrying out schemes. In another letter
addressed to the secretary of the hospital, the Board trusts
that hospital authorities will be willing to confer with local

authorities in their area with regard to arrangements for

treatment ; ; any extra expenditure incurred in providing
additional hospital facilities will be borne by the local

authority, and while in so doing the hospital will be under
the inspection of the Board, no interference in the adminis-
tration of the hospital is contemplated. In case of shortage
of medical staff the Board has received the assurance of the
Army Council that wherever possible specially experienced
officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps will be enabled to
give such assistance at hospitals as their military duties
permit. In a third letter addressed to the inspector of poor,
the Board proposes to make grants in respect of special ex-
penditure incurred by Poor-law authorities in carrying out
treatment in their institutions, provided that a statement of
the nature and extent of such treatment is submitted and
approved. Appendices attached to the memorandum in-
clude excerpts from the Report of the Royal Commission
and from the technical parts of Dr. Newsholme’s memorandum
issued by the English Board.
The Remqtnereition of Medical Officers of Treatment Centres.
The Council of the British Medical Association has drawn

up a series of resolutions in regard to the remuneration of the
medical officers attached to the proposed clinics for venereal
diseases. These resolutions, which have been circulated to the
branches for adoption by the next Representative Meeting,
are as follows :-

1. That whole-time senior medical officers of clinics should be
appointed in country areas only where the work cannot be distributed
among the members of the local profession.

2. That the remuneration of part-time clinical assistants of clinics
should not be less than JB1 Is. per session (not exceeding 2&frac12; hours).

3. That the remuneration of part-time senior medical officers of
clinics be : In London (for one or two sessions per week not exceeding
2g hours), JB3 3s. per session, (for three or more sessions per week)
E2 12s. 6d. per session; in the provinces E2 2s, and E1 11s. 6d.
respectively per session.

4. That commencing salaries of whole-time senior medical officers of
clinics be not less than B750 per annum, exclusive of travelling
expenses.

5. That a whole-time assistant to a part-time senior medical officer
be paid not less than &pound;350 per annum, if non-resident, exclusive of
expenses.

Con,ference at Bangor.
A conference of medical men of the North Carnarvon-

shire and Anglesey areas took place last week at Bangor to
consider local schemes for the diagnosis and treatment of
venereal diseases. Dr. Marion E. Mackenzie occupied the
chair and an address was given by Major G. M. Dobson,
R.A.M.C. A resolution in favour of compulsory notification,
proposed by Dr. James Craig, was withdrawn, and support
promised to the Local Government Board scheme.

THE SERVICES.

THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.

NOMINATIONS FOR APPOINTMENTS.

IT has been announced in the press that after the open
competitive examination held in July, 1915, for admission to
the Indian Medical Service no similar examination would be
held during the continuance of the war, but that such
appointments as might be required to meet the absolutely
indispensable needs of the service would be made by nomi-
nation by the Secretary of State. To assist him in making
these appointments which, as already announced, will be
limited in number to the absolutely indispensable needs of
the service, Mr. Chamberlain has appointed a selection
committee who will summon and interview such applicants
as may appear to be prim&acirc; facie suitable, and make recom-
mendations for appointment. Applications for appointment
should be addressed to the Secretary of the Military Depart-
ment, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and should contain
concise particulars of the applicant’s medical degrees and
career. Applicants must be over 21 and under 32 years of
age at the time of application. Particulars regarding pay,
promotion, &c., in the service can be obtained from the
Secretary, Military Department.

ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE.
The following appointments have been notified :-Staff-

Surgeon : W. N. L. Cherry to Victory, additional, for dis-
posal. Surgeons: A. Simpson to Victory, additional, for
disposal; G. E. D. Ellis to lYitctnre, for Sheerness Barracks


